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Our New Public Works Complex 

WaterWatch 
The City of Orem Public Works 
Department is pleased to announce 
the impending completion of a new 
Public Works Complex.  

The current complex located at 955 
N 900 West has been in operation 
since 1973. The City’s Public 
Works Department has greatly ex-
panded since this time and our old 
facility is now too small to house 
the growth in the various public 
works operations and services pro-
vided to the residents of Orem.  

The New Public Works Complex is 
located at 1450 W 550 North in the 
Bunker Business Park. This new 
property is 20.5 acres in area and 
the new building has 84,000 square 
feet of usable space. Of this there is 
about 18,000 square feet of office 
space, 10,300 square feet of storage 

space, and 55,700 square feet of 
shop and warehouse space. 

We anticipate the complex to be 
finished so that we can move in 
during January 2007. 

Public Works is home to many es-
sential services provided by the 
City. Here is an overview of each 
section housed at public works. 

Public Works Administration: 
Public Works director Bruce 
Chesnut and public works secretar-
ies take care of all administrative 
duties associated with Public 
Works. 

Water Section provides drinking 
water to residents of Orem. The 

(Continued on back) 

Winter is here and with the snow 
and fun come changes that resi-
dents need to be aware of. With 
the extreme cold air that we have 
been experiencing, a number of 
homes may experience problems 
with water systems freezing up 
and possibly bursting. To prevent 
this from happening please take 
some precautionary steps. Here’s 
what you can do: 

• Disconnect all outside hoses 
and make sure sprinkler sys-
tems are shut off and drained.  

• Insulate plumbing near open, 
uninsulated, exterior walls like 
in basements.  

• Insulate exterior hose bibs.  

• Leave a faucet slightly running 
in the house, a continuous 
stream about half the diameter 
of a pencil (this will keep water 
flowing through the pipes). 
This is only necessary when 
temperatures are close to or 
below 10°F 

• If you are experiencing prob-
lems please contact Public 
Works at 229-7570, or after 
business hours contact Public 
Safety at 229-7070. 

Avoiding Winter  
Freeze-Ups 

This picture of the new Public Works Complex was taken in late November 



Though it is the responsibility of 
each resident and business owner to 
keep the gutters adjacent to their 
properties free of debris, the City 
has a program for street sweeping to 
help out. This gives our City a clean 
appearance and lengthens the life of 
street surfaces and storm drains. 

Many people call wondering when 
their street will be swept. Because 
sweepers are equipment that require 
significant maintenance, it is impos-
sible to publish a schedule of sweep-
ing times; however, our streets are 
swept an average of 13 times each 
year. We have two sweepers operat-
ing each week day. They move from 
the south of the City to the north.  

Sweepers cannot sweep privately 
maintained streets or where tree 
limbs hang too low for them to pass 
under. They also cannot sweep 
where cars are parked. This can be 
especially problematic in cul-de-
sacs where sweepers need the full 
bulb to be able to turn around.  If 
your street hasn’t been swept, try 
parking off the street. Also, sweep-
ers will not sweep a street on a gar-
bage collection day. 
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Water Supply Group obtains water 
from springs, wells and the Central 
Utah Water Conservancy District’s 
Water Treatment Plant. The Distribu-
tion Group then conveys that water 
to homes and businesses throughout 
the City. 

Parks Section maintains all City 
parks and park-
ways throughout. 
They also main-
tain the cemetery, 
coordinate volun-
teer activities, and 
take care of Sum-
merfest annually. 

Streets and 
Storm Water Sec-
tion maintains 
roads, sidewalks 
and storm water 
facilities through-
out the City. This 
also includes snow 
removal. 

Traffic Operations Section is re-
sponsible for placing and maintain-
ing signs, signals and street lights 
throughout the City. They also coor-
dinate traffic signals through the 
Traffic Operations Center. 

Fleet Services  & Facilities Section 
repairs and maintains all City vehi-
cles including fire engines, police 
cars, trucks, and lawnmowers. They 

 

Some Tips About 
Street Sweeping 
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also maintain and repair mechanical 
systems in each City building. 

Water Reclamation Section re-
claims wastewater throughout the 
City and treats it prior to release into 
Utah Lake. This section is not head-
quartered at the Public Works Com-
plex, but rather at a facility on 1000 

South, west of Ge-
neva Road. 

Warehouse: This 
area stores and 
distributes materi-
als, parts and other 
necessary items 
for City opera-
tions. 

The biggest im-
pact that our new 
facility will have 
is the ability to 
meet future 
growth needs. It 
has been designed 

to allow for future needs for office 
space and materials storage. 

All of this does not come without 
cost. A significant portion of the new 
building’s price tag came from the 
sale of the property under the current 
Public Works Complex. 

 If you have further questions about 
our new facility, you can contact 
Bruce Chesnut or Steve Weber at 
229-7500. 

New Public Works Complex 

Old Public Works Complex 

Public Works Director Bruce Chesnut      
inspecting the new building 


