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Why Does That Storm Drain Keep Clogging? 
Storm sewers are intended to 
convey stormwater runoff from 
where it is prone to collect to 
where it can be safely discharged 
without causing damage to prop-
erties from flooding. Sometimes 
the storm sewers are unable to 
perform this because they be-
come clogged with sediment and 
debris. 

The City uses two types of storm 
sewer systems: sump (dry well) 
systems and piped systems. A 
sump is a drain which dissipates 

stormwater into the surrounding 
subsurface soil. Water enters the 
grate and drains into the sur-
rounding soil via drain holes in 
the cylinder wall (see illustra-
tion). Piped systems convey 
stormwater to irrigation canals, 
the Provo River, or Utah Lake. 

Sediment 

Dirt and other small particles 
that settle out in water are called 
sediment. Sediment can plug any 
drain inlet, but can be especially 
taxing on sumps.  

These sumps can become filled 
with dirt, sediment, litter, etc., 
which causes them to plug up. 
While the City operates vacuum 
trucks that can clean much of 
this debris out of a sump, even-
tually the drain rock surrounding 
the sump will fill with sediment. 
When this happens the sump has 
to be rebuilt. 

Litter 

All litter has the potential to 
cause problems in storm drains. 
There are some items that cause 
more problems than others. 

Plastic bags: A single plastic bag 
can entirely cover a drain inlet 
preventing water from entering 
the storm drain and  causing 
flooding. Similar problems are 
cause by paper products. 

Cups: large paper or Styrofoam 
drink cups can become lodged in 
pipes. This pipe blockage can 
cause backing and flooding also. 

Grass and Leaves 

In the fall, leaf litter becomes an 
increasing problem as trees drop 
their leaves. These leaves can 

block up storm drain inlets much 
like paper can. They can be 
transported to  irrigation canals, 
the Provo River, or Utah Lake.  
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As leaves decompose they add an 
increased nutrient load into the 
water body. When all other condi-
tions are favorable, this may lead 
to large algal blooms. The decom-
posing leaves also release tannins 
which can discolor the water and 
negatively impact water quality. 

Picking Up 

The best contribution that resi-
dents and business owners can 
make towards keeping stormwater 
clean and preventing flooding is 
to keep gutters clean. Sweep out 
gutters regularly and dispose of 
sediments in gardens or in the 
garbage. Take time to pick up pa-
per and other litter and throw it 
away in the garbage.  

Because just a few leaves can 
completely cover a drain inlet and 

Leaves and grass clippings can 
block up and choke the natural 
flow of canals and rivers. Sub-
merged leaves can block out the 
sunlight and prevent sunlight 
penetration essential for the 
growth of underwater plants. De-
creased sunlight penetration can 
also change the temperature of the 
water body, effecting both the 
plants and animals that live there. 

As leaves in our watery environ-
ments begin to decompose, they 
can turn a waterway into what is 
basically a big, wet, soggy com-
post bin. Increased bacterial activ-
ity is necessary to break down the 
leaves. This consumes virtually 
all of the dissolved oxygen in the 
water. The reduced oxygen sup-
ply can create stagnant conditions 
that is unsuitable for some aquatic 
animals to survive.  

prevent water from entering the 
storm drain, please collect leaves 
and grass clippings for compost-
ing. For a very small fee, they can 
also be  taken to a green waste fa-
cility at the Timpanogos Special 
Service District 5050 W 6400 N, 
American Fork.  

Source: 

http://www.cwmb.sa.gov.au/kwc/section9/
index.htm 
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Paints and Stains 
Many people have a partially used 
can of paint or stain around the 
house and may be wondering 
what to do with it. Paints 
and stains should never 
be dumped down sinks 
or storm drains. Chemi-
cals in paints and stains 
are hazardous. Here are 
some suggestions on 
what to do with that old 
paint: 

Use it on something. 
You may find something 
in or around the house that needs 
a coat of paint. 

Find someone else who can use it. 
Neighbors, theatrical organiza-
tions or scout groups may be able 
to use paint that is still in good 
condition and has not separated.. 

Absorb it. Mix the paint with kitty 
litter or another absorbent inside 
the paint can.  

Air dry it. Find a 
secure, well-
ventilated area 
and allow small 
amounts to dry in 
the can. 

Once the paint has 
dried, it can be 
disposed of with 
the garbage. 

If the paint has already separated, 
you can skim off the paint thinner 
and use it in other applications. 
You can then allow the pigment 
portion to dry out and dispose of 
it with the garbage. 


