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Do you want to finish your basement? Will you “do it yourself” or hire a contractor? What are 
some of the most common things missed when finishing your basement? It shouldn’t be too 
hard to turn that cold, gray basement into a nice comfortable place to hang out and watch TV or 
play games, right? Well, that is partially right. There are some things that you can do to make 
your life easier when building a comfortable basement. We hope no mistakes are made, but 
things happen. If they are not corrected, safety issues could be the result.  

What do you know about fire blocking? What is it? How is it installed? Does it really need to be 
done or is it just one more hoop that you have to jump through to get past that peskey 
inspection? Well, let's look at what fireblocking is.  

Fireblocking is defined in the International Residential code (IRC). Materials include 2x material 
(2x4, 2x6, etc), two layers of 1x material (1x2, 1x4, etc), ¾ inch wood panels, ½ inch sheetrock, 
and some insulation material if they have been tested and installed properly. Great Stuff has a 
foam insulation rated as a fire block. Fire blocking has one job. It is to stop the spread of fire and 
hot gasses produced by a fire. If installed correctly it will do just that.  

Where does this fire blocking need to be installed?  
Sometimes it can be difficult to see where it needs to be  
installed. The best way I have found to explain it is if I  
have a vertical concealed space that communicates with  
a horizontal concealed space, we need to provide  
something to stop that communication by installing fire  
block material.  

For example, when we finish a basement, we frame a  
wood stud wall next to the foundation. The reason for  
doing this is to install insulation for energy efficiency.  
Most of the time there is a gap between the concrete and  

the framed wall. See photos below. 



 
The space between the two walls communicates with the space between the floor joist (vertical 
to a horizontal concealed space). You ask what is the problem? Well, if an outlet in the wall 
begins to spark because of damage to the outlet, or I hang a picture and damage a wire with the 
picture hanging hardware, a fire may start in the wall and could travel in the space between the 
wood wall and concrete up into the floor joist. If this happens the fire can spread quickly 
resulting in more damage and jeopardizing the safety of the occupants.  

As we inspect your new home, basement finish, addition, remodel, place of business, shopping 
centers and entertainment buildings, inspectors are looking for areas that fire could spread 
quickly. When areas are identified, we instruct the contractor to install fire blocking resulting in a 
safe place for you to live, work and play.  



Thanks for reading and as always if you have questions about your home, place of business or 
where you shop please don’t hesitate to visit our website, call or email.  
(https://orem.org/buildingsafety/, phone# 801-229-7060, email pkashton@orem.org) 


